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                                                 May 2019 Homily 

      

     As human beings, we can be so different from each other.  We have different likes and 

dislikes.  We have different personalities.  We have different life experiences.  We seem to 

define ourselves by our differences and that has led to many tragedies.  However, there is one 

thing we all have in common.  We like to receive gifts. 

     It’s always nice to have something new, especially when we didn’t have to spend our own 

money to obtain it.  There is more to gift giving though.  It reminds us that there is someone 

that cares enough to remember us.  There are numerous times I have come across past gifts, 

and it often makes me smile when I remember when and from whom I received that gift.  That 

is especially true if the gift is from someone who is no longer around.   

     The setting for today’s gospel reading is a gift giving moment from Jesus to his disciples.  

It is also a gift giving moment from Jesus to us.  He is about undergo his passion, but he 

wants to assure the disciples they are not going to be abandoned despite all that they are about 

to experience.  Jesus can sense their trepidation.  He tells them to not be troubled or afraid and 

leaves them with three gifts. 

     The first gift is the presence of not only Jesus but also the Father within us.  We can 

experience this powerful presence through love.  This theme of love is always there in John’s 

gospel and it is the true force that binds us to God and God to us and us to each other.  In 

order to unwrap this gift, we must follow Jesus’ teaching.  If we can do this, both Jesus and 

the Father will not only come to visit but will also make their dwelling with us.  The 

obedience we show to Jesus’ teaching is rewarded by his caring about each of us so deeply 
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that he will never leave us.  This is a true relationship and there can be no more of a faithful 

friend than God, the creator of friendship and love. 

     Obedience is an important part of realizing this first gift, but obedience is never easy.  

Even the apostles, who were with Jesus from the very beginning of his ministry and saw all he 

did and listened to all his teachings, found it difficult to grasp.  Because of this, Jesus leaves 

us with his second gift, the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit can be many things for us, but let’s focus 

on two.   

     The Spirit is a teacher.  As Christians, it is so important to remember that we are always 

students when it comes to God.  Reading God’s word and applying it to our daily lives, leads 

us deeper and deeper into the very heart of his love as the Spirit reveals more and more to us.  

In the first reading, we see how the Spirit guided the early Church in questions of practices 

and doctrine during the First Council of Jerusalem.  Just as we do today, the apostles grew in 

faith and wisdom as they experienced growing pains with minds open to the Spirit. 

     The minute we close our mind to the Spirit teacher is the minute we begin to stagnate.  

Always look for opportunities to learn and grow, to keep the waters of grace and faith flowing 

in your lives.  If we ever think we have reached full maturity in the faith, we are wrong.  What 

we do learn is how to love more as Jesus did, and that brings us to the second gift.  The Spirit 

will always remind us of what Jesus did and that he is never far away from us.  In this way, 

the Spirit is a helper.  When we are about to go the wrong way or about to make a decision 

that will likely harm us, the Spirit is there with that gentle reminder of who we really are.  

That nagging voice in the back of our minds or the thought that takes us back to a bible verse 

we may have learned years ago is the Spirit’s reminder. 
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     As human beings, we can tend toward self-reliance and arrogance.  We often think we 

have it all figured out.  We are usually wrong.  Instead of this self-reliance, let’s try Spirit 

reliance.  Test everything in life against the teachings of Jesus.  Ask the Spirit for help.  There 

is no better life guide. 

     Jesus last gift to the disciples, and us, is peace.  This is a gift our world desperately needs.  

From the constant gun violence in our schools and streets, to the mass displacement of 

peoples by war and poverty, to the continuing breakdown of our institutions, it can be easy to 

despair.  However, Jesus promises us a peace that can transcend all of that.  It is not a peace 

that promises an absence of trouble.  It is a peace that is described by the biblical scholar 

William Barclay as a peace of conquest.  No experience of life can ever take it from us.  

Nothing we experience can ever make it less.  It is a peace that aims for our highest good.  

The Spirit is there to remind us that Jesus wants to leave this peace for all of us.   

     Lives lived in reliance on these gifts are lives centered on Jesus.  There was a prayer said 

by St. Patrick every morning as he began his day that sums up what this life could be like.  It 

is called the Breastplate of St. Patrick.  It is quite long, but a part of it goes like this.  Christ 

with me.  Christ before me.  Christ behind me.  Christ in me.  Christ beneath me.  Christ 

above me.  Christ on my right.  Christ on my left.  Christ when I lie down.  Christ when I sit 

down.  Christ when I arise. 

     St. Patrick believed in a life centered on Jesus and his gifts.  It is also a realization that God 

is always there.  We have a plaque in our house that says, “Bidden or unbidden, God is 

present.”  If this is true, then God is always there to give to us the gifts we need to see us 

through our daily trials.  In the Book of Psalms, Psalm 139 is also an expression of this God 

centered life.  The writer states, “ Behind and before you encircle me and rest your hand 
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before me.  Where can I hide from your spirit?  From your presence where can I flee?  If I fly 

with the wings of dawn and alight beyond the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your 

right hand hold me fast.” 

     There is one final gift that Jesus promises.  He tells his disciples that he is going away, but 

will come back to them. He comes back to eventually take us with him to be with him forever.  

In the second reading today and for last week, we receive a picture of the reward waiting for 

those who live a life centered on Jesus’ gifts.  Heaven is described as a holy and perfect city 

that has no need of artificial lights.  There was no need for a large temple.  All of these 

constructs that we create to help us or to remind us of the divine will no longer be needed 

since we will see the real things face to face-the Lord God and the Lamb. 

     Although we will never achieve that perfect world here, we can begin to realize it now 

through allowing Jesus to live within us in love.  We can stay always conscious of the part the 

Spirit plays in our daily lives.  We can reflect on the peace Jesus leaves us.  We can see and 

encourage these gifts in others too.  We can ask others if they see these gifts manifested in us. 

     The foundations of the holy city were twelve courses of stones that represented the twelve 

apostles.  We are successors of those twelve, and we can help to reinforce those foundations.  

All of us can play our own part in making this world more Christ centered.  Now is not the 

time to leave that responsibility to someone else.  The apostles used Jesus’ gifts to conquer an 

empire.  Their success has come down to us.  It is now our turn.  Let us not squander what we 

have.  Let us conquer as they did.                                                                                            


